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Rector – The Rev’d Jo White Telephone – 5952 2608
0490 831 299 Email –revjobpi@gmail.com
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
29th March 2020
Choose Hope, Love, Justice
Rector’s day off
10.00am Worship Together
10.00am Worship Together
5.00pm Next week’s worship material available
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
9.00am, 10.30am, 12.30pm Worship Together
Our meeting for worship is being held on the lands of the Bunurong
people and we wish to acknowledge them as Traditional Owners.
We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders, past, present
and emerging.

Let’s Worship Together This Week
GREETING – Let us pray
Gracious God, we humbly thank you for life and health and safety, for freedom
to work, leisure to rest, and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life.
But, above all, we praise you for our Saviour, Jesus Christ, for his death and
resurrection; for the gift of your Spirit; and for the hope of sharing in your
glory. Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Prayer of the Day. Life-giving God, your Son came into the world to free us
all from sin and death: breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we
may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and righteousness
all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who live and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, now and for ever. Amen.

Reading 1
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O
Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the Lord.”
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
Psalm 130
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord:
Lord, hear my voice;
O let your ears consider well:
The voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, should note what we do wrong:
Who then, O Lord, could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you:
So that you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him:
And in his word is my hope.

Safe Ministry Workshops
In line with current policy and procedure please note that all Safe Church
Workshops for 2020 are suspended indefinitely.
Instructions for registration and completion of the online induction and
refresher workshops are available and remain a good alternative. Contact
angbpi.office@gmail.com.
Helpful websites
Sunday by Sunday there will be a simple service outline for you to follow.
(ready for use on Thursday afternoons)
This material will be available on-line via our website
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org.au or
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes; from your ‘Care Group’
leader; or from St Philip’s Church (In fine weather copies will be available
on a table at the front door.) Material will include a Bible reading, prayer and
a homily from Rev’d Jo. You may like to tune in to the weekly Eucharist
from St Paul’s Cathedral, Sale being provided by Bishop Richard
www.gippsanglican.org.au. A number of other churches are providing a full
online service of worship and you are welcome to follow those. The service
provided by Warrigal Anglican Church is a suggestion
www.warrigalanglican.org.au.
If you have any items for the pew sheet, please send to
angbpi.office@gmail.com by Wednesday each week.

Keep in Contact
Find us on Facebook! Like, Share, and Comment:
https://www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes/
Visit the website:
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org.au
The Rev’d Jo White Telephone – 5952 2608
0490 831 299

My soul looks for the Lord:
More than watchmen for the morning, more, I say, than watchmen for the
morning.
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy:
And with him is ample redemption.
He will redeem Israel:
From the multitude of their sins.
Reading 2
Romans 8:6-11
6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Gospel
John 11:1-45
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it,
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
7
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and
are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the
light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is
not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

16

Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.”
17
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will
give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him,
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world.”
28
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb
to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”
38
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

SENDING OUT
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word,
and encouraging us in our meeting together.
Take us and use us to love and serve you and all people, in the power of your
Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his will,
working in you what is pleasing to him through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
Offertory
While we are not meeting together, there are several ways you can make your
weekly offertory:
 Direct transfer via e-banking, to the Parish bank account, which is
Anglican Parish Bass/Philip Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169
629 797. But please be aware that your name could appear on the Parish
bank statements, hence your contribution is not anonymous.
 Go to any Bendigo Bank branch and make a cash or cheque deposit to
Anglican Parish Bass/Philip Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169
629 797. This is then anonymous. Please put on deposit slip: “Offertory
Cowes” or “Donation Cowes”.
 Place your donation in an envelope and pass it on to a person who can go
to Bendigo Bank and make the deposit.
Care Group Leaders have been arranged to keep us all connected.
You will be contacted by one of these people:
Pauleen Leditschke
Janet Owens
Celia Fleming
Jan Stephenson
Ann Prideaux
Michaela Wright
Sandy & Les Ridge
Rhoda Hayhurst
Jenny Dawson
Ida Hyslop
Reverend Jo
Please pray for:
Rene Foulkes, Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, John & Jennie Shields,
Rev’d George Sansom, Shirley Broad, Timothy Norman, Kath Kent, Kate
Durkacz, Kate, and The Norman family
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev. Jo.

Let us pray for the world and for the church (sit or kneel)
We pray for our world in a time of deep darkness (silence)
God of creation we pray that you would bless the people of the world as we all
grieve for the loss of all who have died from the COVID-19 virus. We ask that
you would send you Spirit to comfort and to heal.
Lord, spread your wisdom, your peace and life-giving Spirit so that we might
draw strength from you.
God, our Heavenly Father we pray for your church (silence)
Lord help us to stay connected during this time of isolation; comfort us with
you presence; help us when we feel weak; show us your great goodness. We
ask you blessing upon our congregations of St Philip’s, St Augustine’s and St
Paul’s. Bless your people, bless Reverend Jo, bless Bishop Richard with your
love and compassion.
God whose Son Jesus healed the sick, we pray for healing and wholeness for
all who are unwell, for those who are troubled in mind or body, for those who
are struggling with the isolation we all share (silence). Comfort your people
and reassure us of your presence with us.
Lord, we praise you for your promise of resurrection to eternal life (silence)
We take this moment to remember our loved ones who have died, we bring
them into our thoughts, we remember the good they shared with us and the
love we have for them even now. Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and let
light perpetual shine upon them.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

45

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him.
HOMILY (available on www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org.au
Click Play on the picture to start)
‘These are unprecedented times’. We have
heard many people use this phrase and there
can be no doubt that these are times never
before experienced in our life. I am very
grateful that there are so many different and
even exciting ways for us to be together as a
parish. We are separated physically but we can
still worship together. We can still pray, sing,
read the Bible and reach out to each other with
love.
I would like to encourage you to keep the habit of worshiping together by
sitting down at home to worship God at your usual time. Tuesdays or
Thursdays at 10 o’clock or Sundays at 9 or 10.30 or 12.30, if we do this I
believe we will experience a stronger connection and sense of unity. In Italy
people have stood on their balconies at an agreed time and sung songs and
made a joyful noise. So if you are able to why not sing your favorite hymn or
go to Youtube and join in singing a hymn in that way.
There are a few suggested hymns at the end of this message.
I am reminded that William W. Purkey, the American emeritus professor of
Councilor Education, said
‘Dance like no one is watching’.
That’s one of the great things about being at home – we can all dance, sing,
play, pray like no one is watching and enjoy the freedom of it.
The key message from the readings for this Sunday all emphasize that God is
the God who brings life out of death; that we are resurrection people. Jesus’
promise to us is not death but life, life everlasting. That knowledge might be a
great comfort when next you listen to the news. There’s no doubt that we are
living in a shadowed time; the streets are ‘dead’ the supermarket shelves are
bare. In these days the dry bones of the plain in Ezekiel chapter 37 are an
evocative image.

If you can open your Bible at Ezekiel 37 and read again verse 4-6. Hear what
God tells the prophet to do. The dry bones, the desolation, the ‘dead’ streets
and empty shops will live. God himself will breathe life upon us. The Holy
Spirit the ruach/pneuma of the Lord will come upon us and restore us body and
soul. [Ruach is a Hebrew word meaning breath of God and is used in reference
to the Holy Spirit. Ruach is an active, powerful word that speaks of life and
new things coming into being. Similarly the Greek word pneuma from which
we get our English word pneumatic is the life-giving breath of God.]
The valley of dry bones is not dry when God speaks, when God acts, when
God breathes life into it. Here is a hope-filled message, a message of renewal
and of resurrection; a message echoed by psalm 130.
This fifth week in the season of Lent marks the second last offering from
Bishop David, the author of our Lenten Study on the Psalms. Many of us have
been following these during Lent and it has been my promise to you that I
would focus my reflection on these psalms.
Bishop David puts this question to us:
Have you experienced times when your world has fallen apart?
This question can be answered by us with a resounding ‘Yes!’
All the plans we had for the foreseeable future are out the window. The
activities that used to punctuate and order our days are all but cancelled. Life
is very different for us at the moment. How we respond this crisis can be
reactive and fearful or it can be a conscious/prayerful choice made with God’s
support and love.
On our Christian journey we are often faced with choices. Bishop David cites
John Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress - when the traveler is faced with a choice
between the difficult path and the path of danger and destruction he chooses
the difficult path knowing that it leads to life. He says,
‘Cheer up heart and don’t grow faint or fear, because even if it
is difficult, it is better to go this way because it is the right way.’
It may be too soon to speak of looking back to see God’s part in our forced
isolation, suffice to say if we choose the way of life and hope positive
outcomes will make themselves known. Already you may have found comfort
and support in the most unexpected places. We wait (as Psalm 130 says) for
the Lord, our soul waits and in his word we find hope.

Our waiting is more than just passing the time until the danger of this pandemic
has passed. Our waiting is like the waiting of the watchman who looks for the
morning light. Bishop David explains that in ancient Israel if a person should
find themselves in a strange place at night their best hope was to find some
form of shelter and wait for the rising of the sun. Only in daylight will it be
safe to continue on. When I read that I was immediately reminded that we are
waiting for the rising of the Son; Lent is the season of waiting, waiting in the
sure and certain knowledge that the power of God will break forth in
resurrection glory. Darkness will give way to light.
In the raising of Lazarus Jesus said to Martha,
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die will live, and everyone who believes in me will
never die. (John 11:25)
Right now I would encourage you to take this opportunity, while we are all
confined to quarters, to take up your Bible with fresh eyes and open hearts to
hear what God might be prompting in you. A look at Romans chapter 8:6-11
might be reminding us that we ought not to focus our attention too sharply
upon the flesh/upon what happens to our mortal bodies. In our isolation
perhaps our focus is better directed toward God. May I encourage you to use
this time to draw even closer to God, setting our minds on the Spirit which is
life and peace.
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you. (Romans 8:11)
Here I am to Worship YouTube https://youtu.be/CoxopsRSfdU
I’ll Praise My Maker While I Have Breath Together in Song (TIS) 90
O Breath of Life Come Sweeping Through Us TIS 409
O Lord you Lead Me (Have Faith in God) YouTube
A TIME OF PRAYER
(Please add your own prayers in the silence.)
You might include medical workers, supermarket employees, World Health
Organisation leaders, the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison and all in our
government, volunteers who are working to help the very needy in our
communities.

