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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
2nd August 2020 

Choose Hope, Love, Justice 
MON 3rd    10.00am – 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room Open 
TUES 4th      11.00am Restricted Worship at St Augustine’s 
WED 5th      10.00am– 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room Open  
THURS 6th   11.00am Restricted Worship at St Philip’s 

5.00pm Next week’s worship material available  
FRI 7th        10.00am– 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room Open 
SAT 8th  10.00am– 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room Open   

Rev’d Jo’s Day Off 
SUN 9th     Restricted Worship with Holy Communion 

10.00am St Philip’s; 1.30pm St Paul’s; 4.00pm St Philip’s 
 
AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT RESTRICTED WORSHIP – GUESTS ARE WELCOME 
You can book in guests. Places are limited but we would like to extend a welcome to others. You must book 
each week by phone for your preferred time and venue. Rolling bookings are permitted but remember to cancel 
if you cannot attend, others may be waiting. 
Parish Booking Coordinator - Michaela Wright 0400 134 449 or 5956 8174.  
For St Paul’s – Sandy Ridge 0449 594 737 
For St Augustine’s – Ida Hyslop 0468 374 356 
If you have experienced cold or flu like symptoms in the past two weeks please stay at home. If you feel you 
are vulnerable then please stay at home. Worship resources including video of Rev’d Jo’s sermon will continue 
to be available at www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org and from Care Group Leaders.  

 
 
We meet for worship on the lands of the Bunurong people and wish to acknowledge them as the 
Traditional Owners. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
 

Let’s Worship Together This Week 
GREETING – The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Sentence – The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils the desire of all that fear him, hears 
their cry, and saves them. 
Prayer of the Day O God, giver of life and health, whose Son Jesus Christ has called us to hunger and thirst 
for justice: refresh us with your grace, that we may not be weary in well-doing, for the sake of him who meets 
all our needs, Jesus Christ our Saviour; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD (please use your own Bible or www.biblegateway.com ) 
 
Reading 1 Genesis 32:22-31 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the 
ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not 



prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you 
bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall 
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16 
Hear my just cause, O Lord, give heed to my cry: 
Listen to my prayer, that comes from no lying lips. 
Let judgement for me come forth from your presence: 
And let your eyes discern the right. 
Though you search my heart, and visit me in the night time: 
Though you try me by fire, you will find no wickedness in me. 
My mouth does not transgress, like the mouth of others: 
For I have kept the word of your lips. 
My steps have held firm in the way of your commands: 
And my feet have not stumbled from your paths. 
I call upon you, O God, for you will surely answer: 
Incline your ear to me, and hear my words. 
Show me the wonders of your steadfast love, O Saviour of those who come to you for refuge: 
Who by your right hand deliver them from those that rise up against them. 
And I also shall see your face, because my cause is just: 
When I awake and see you as you are, I shall be satisfied. 
 
Reading 2 Romans 9:1-8 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit— 2 I have 
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to 
them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 
6 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, 7 and not all of 
Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for 
you.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the 
promise are counted as descendants. 
Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Matthew 14: 13-21 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 14 beginning at verse 13; Glory to you 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 



something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring 
them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
SERMON (Available at www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org Click Play on the picture to start)  
 In these days of lock-down many of us are finding that food has taken on a new 
importance. The thought of food shortages fills us with dread; seeing the shelves at 
the supermarket stripped bare is disturbing to say the least. And food is one thing we 
can still do for a bit of fun. Dinner parties via Zoom or Facetime are better than nothing 
and they are a novel even fun way to catch up with family and friends. We had a 
‘yellow party’ via Zoom recently; it was just for fun and I know some people have been enjoying a bit of 
Christmas in July via the internet, just for fun.  
Being around a table, sharing a meal with family and friends is one of those social occasions that we have 
been missing for quite a while now. As your priest I miss serving you the meal of the church, our Holy 
Communion in full measure. So much of what we are doing at the moment is restricted and I suppose that is 
how it will be for a while yet.  
 
God has been providing food for humans since the dawn of creation. In chapter one of Genesis we read that 
God said, ‘See I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.’ 
And in Exodus chapter 16 it was the Lord God who provided manna and quail for the Israelites in the 
wilderness. In the first book of Kings we read of the endless supply of flour and oil provided by the Lord to 
the widow of Zarapheth, her son and the prophet Elijah during a famine. And here in the Gospel of Matthew, 
God the Son provides miraculous food for hungry people. 
 

--+-- 
 
Perhaps the most thought provoking verse from today’s account of the miraculous feeding of over five 
thousand people is this: 
Jesus said; 
‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ 
This instruction from Jesus to the disciples, who, judging by their comments, were obviously concerned that 
the people did not have food, was that they should be the ones to give them something to eat. This is surprising 
because on other occasions God provided food without such a directive. There was a need for food and so 
God provided that food. Now in the New Testament, in the time of Jesus’ ministry among the people things 
changed, the task of feeding/the task of meeting the needs of the people became a shared ministry. Jesus and 
the disciples were to work together to provide food for the crowd. 
 
When Jesus told them to give all those people something to eat the disciples believed it to be an impossible 
task. Their plan was to send the crowds away to find food in the nearby villages. When Jesus told them to give 
the people some food their response was to tell him a bit of a fib, they said ‘We have nothing…’   
We might imagine that at this moment Jesus gave them a hard stare; to which the disciples stuttered and 
stammered  

‘eeeer … we’ve got five loaves and two fish.’ 



It would appear that the disciples were more concerned about their own bodily needs than that of the crowd. 
By sending the crowds away they could keep the five loaves and two fish for themselves. Five simple loaves 
and a couple of dried fish seemed like a pretty good meal for thirteen men when compared to sharing it with 
over 5,000! But, Jesus wants them to give the people something to eat. He wants them to learn that by sharing 
what they have enough food will be provided to meet the needs of all.  
 
Like the disciples we tend to can hold onto what is ours. We too can worry that if we give our food to others 
then there won’t be enough for us. How often have we seen this happen since the start of the pandemic? There 
doesn’t seem to be enough on the shelves and so we start stock piling. I’ve done it myself – even right now I 
have two packs of butter in the fridge and three cans of chopped tomatoes in the cupboard. I would never have 
done that before COVID-19.  
 
And yet Jesus says; …you give them something to eat. (Matt. 14:16)  
 
The provision of food is the right of every human being. We should be aware and compassionate toward the 
hungry people. We should consider it our duty as disciples to give them something to eat. There are always 
people who need practical help like this. In East Africa there is a terrible famine and we can help by giving 
money to Anglican Overseas Aid to provide food. In Gippsland there are people who are struggling because 
of economic hardship because of this summer’s bushfires and we can help them by giving money via the 
Diocesan Emergency Appeal. We can help Refugees by putting some groceries in the basket and we are 
helping PICAL to prepare food for those who need it by offering the use of our kitchen for free. When we 
hear Jesus say to his disciples ‘you give them something to eat.’ we ought to hear him speaking to us.  
 
Jesus had compassion on the crowd. He provided for their needs including curing their sick and feeding them. 
These miracles were, as with all Jesus’ miracles, unselfish. The miracles of Jesus are always in keeping with 
his mission as the Saviour of the world. They are never senseless or unbelievable. In Jesus the kingdom of 
God has come among us. When we witness a miracle it is so that we might experience a foretaste of the 
kingdom of God.  
 
From those five loaves and two fish Jesus was able to feed everyone. After he handed the food to his disciples 
for distribution not another word is said by the disciples. We might imagine them walking among the people 
handing out the bread, breaking off a little bit for this one and that one, all the while thinking that this is the 
last piece only to find more in bread in their basket. This was a true banquet because not only did everyone 
eat but as Matthew reports, ‘all ate and were filled’. 
 
When we gather around the table of the Lord we are sharing in a foretaste of the heavenly banquet being 
prepared for us by God. When preparing the bread and wine it is customary to put out more than is needed. 
This is not so I can have a bit extra. It is symbolic of a banquet; the heavenly banquet at which everyone has 
had their fill and some is left-over. 
 
God has a way of providing for our needs.  
We might think we need a lot when a little will do.  
We might think we deserve our luxuries when in fact what we deserve has already been prepared for us. 
 
Let us pray; 
Gracious God we thank you that in the Eucharist you assure us of your goodness and love. 
Help us to be generous and unselfish  
Sharing what we have with others 



And finally be brought to that banqueting table where all you saints feast with you for ever. Amen 
 
A TIME OF PRAYER (sit or kneel) prepared by Richard Prideaux 
For the world: Genesis 29: 15-28   God of love and mercy we give you thanks for the love of Jacob for Rachel 
for whom he worked for fourteen years for her Uncle Laban to be granted his daughter.  We thank you that 
you loved the world so much you gave your only son to save the world. We pray that you will look upon your 
suffering world today and be present with the suffering of its people from every land from the corona virus. 
We pray especially for the weak, the poor and the elderly who suffer most from the ravages of this disease. 
We pray that you will turn the hearts of the strong from their selfishness and carelessness as they seek to go 
about their lives normally ignoring the suffering of others. Lord of the universe help us to live in the awareness 
of the brevity of life and the joy which comes from the knowledge of our eternal life in your kingdom as we 
put our trust in you alone day by day.  Lord hear us, we pray. 
 
For the church: Psalm 128.  Lord of the Church we thank for the Word of your psalmist who  reminds us 
that unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain. We ask for your forgiveness for your 
worldwide church when it turns away from your Word in Scripture and seeks a compromise with the transient 
desires and changing passions of the world and all its lavish but brittle attractions. Give grace we pray to all 
church leaders and pastors and their people that they will humbly seek your will for their flocks and walk, 
preach and teach in your Word and in the Holy Spirit. Especially we pray for encouragement and courage for 
our Archbishop Philip, our Bishop Richard and our Rector Jo in their many responsibilities and that we also 
may be faithful in our commitment to you. Lord hear us, we pray 
 
For our community: Romans 8:26-29. Lord of life we give thanks that in everything God works for good with 
those who love him, who are called according to his purpose. We pray this day for your blessing on the 
community of Bass Phillip Island. We give thanks that we are largely free of the virus and we pray for 
businesses and organisations who have lost much due to the absence of tourists and visitors. We pray for 
doctors, nurses, psychologists and other health workers as they minister to those in need. We pray also for 
local councils as they plan for the future that their decisions will be based on care and support rather than the 
chase of the dollar. We pray especially for school organisations and for teachers who are anxious and worried 
about their vulnerability as they work. Lord hear us, we pray 
 
For those in particular need: Matthew 13:44-58.  Lord of tender mercy, give grace we pray for all who are 
particularly afflicted, afraid or troubled by these difficult days. Especially we pray for those who are having 
trouble getting around or getting the medical support they need. We pray for those who mourn the loss of 
loved ones, for those who are weary and stressed, for those who feel a sense of being overwhelmed. Help us 
to remember your Word from Matthew that we must seek that pearl of great value, the kingdom of heaven 
and your love and help us to have a vision beyond our material needs and fears. We pray especially for those 
who are unable to join in worship due to their vulnerability that they will still feel connected to your church 
by the love and faithful ministry of others.   Lord hear us, we pray. 
 
A little prayer from Amy Carmichael:  
 It is not far to go 
 for you are near. 
 It is not far to go, 
 for you are here.  
 And not by travelling, Lord, 
 folk come to you, 
 but by the way of love, 



 and we love you. 
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn suggestions: 
Feed us now Bread of Life TIS 538 
Let us Break Bread Together TIS 511 
I am the Bread of Life https://youtu.be/1CRMbh8ViUI  
 
THE SENDING OUT 
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging us in our 
meeting together. Take us and use us to love and serve you and all people in the power of your Spirit and in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory 
There are several ways you can make your weekly offertory: 

 Direct transfer via e-banking, to the Parish bank account, which is Anglican Parish Bass/Philip Island 
BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797. But please be aware that your name could appear on the 
Parish bank statements, hence your contribution is not anonymous. 

 Go to any Bendigo Bank branch and make a cash or cheque deposit to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip Island 
BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797. This is then anonymous. Please put on deposit slip: 
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation eg. Offertory St Paul’s or Donation St 
Augustine’s. 

 Place your donation in an envelope and pass it on to a person who can go to Bendigo Bank and make the 
deposit. 

 Drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside the front door) 
 
The East Gippsland Fires of our summer have left a huge burden on parishes in the Eastern Region. If you 
would like to donate please use the Diocesan Bushfire Emergency Appeal Gippsland Emergency Relief BSB: 
705077 Acc: 00040664 (zeros must be included) Ref: Name or Organisation - Fire Relief  

Please pray for: 
Rene Foulkes, Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, John Shields, 

Rev’d George Sansom, Shirley Broad, Kath Kent, Kate 
Durkacz, Len Chatfield, Rev’d Gerald Wall; Sylvia Williams; Phoenix 

Buckley 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev. Jo 

 



 
Helpful websites 
Sunday by Sunday there is a simple service online for you to follow. 
This material will be available via our website www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org.au  or 
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes  
Weekly Eucharist from St Paul’s Cathedral, Sale available at www.gippsanglican.org.au.  
 


