
Anglican Parish of Bass-Phillip Island  
St Augustine’s, San Remo St Paul’s, Bass  

St Philip’s, Cowes 
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org 

Rector – The Rev’d Jo White Mobile - 0490 831 299 
Telephone – 5952 2608 

Email –revjobpi@gmail.com 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 24th JANUARY 

2021 
Celebrating Australia Day 

Choose Hope, Love, Justice 
 
MON 25th      10.00am – 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  
  Book Sale – Parish Hall, Cowes 
TUES 26th     11.00am St Augustine’s Holy Communion – Australia Day 
  Book Sale – Parish Hall, Cowes 
WED 27th      10.00am – 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  
THURS 28th   10.00am – St Philip’s Holy Communion 
FRI 29th    10.00am – 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  
SAT 30th      10.00am – 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  

Rev’d Jo’s on Leave 
SUN 31st  10.00am St Philip’s Holy Communion  
  1.30pm St Paul’s Holy Communion  
Please note that our Online Service of The Word is in recess until 18th February. In the meantime 
you might like to join in worship from St Paul’s Cathedral Sale www.gippsanglican.org.au  
   
COVID Normal Announcement  
Please bring your mask to church. We do not have to wear masks inside the church except 
when singing.  
Indoor services are now restricted by a density quotient of 1 per 2sqm. All venues across the 
parish now have QR codes for registering attendance. Indoor and outdoor ceremonies can occur 
at the same time.  All previous instructions still apply including sanitiser, deep cleaning and 
keeping a record of attendance. 
 
Bookings preferred for attendance at services – 
St Philip’s - book with Michaela 0400 134 449  
St Paul’s - book with Sandy 0449 594 737    
St Augustine’s - book with Ida 0468 374 356 
 

We meet for worship on the lands of the Bunurong and Gunaikurnai 
people and wish to acknowledge them as the Traditional Owners. We 
pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
 

 
This week’s roster 
St Paul’s - Reader: L. Ridge; Prayers: S. Ridge; Chalice: B. Maghanoy 
St Augustine’s – Leader:…; Input:…; Children: Denise Garrett 
St Philip’s – Welcome: A. Prideaux; Reader: R. Prideaux; Intercessions: Rev. Jo; Vestry: … 
PowerPoint: …  
Next week’s roster 31st Jan. 2021 
St Paul’s - Reader: Rg. Hayhurst; Prayers: E. Humphry; Chalice: Rh. Hayhurst 



St Augustine’s – 
St Philip’s – Welcome: W. Gladman; Reader: E. Visali; Intercessions: J. Wright; Vestry: L. 
Heflingers; PowerPoint: …  
– Please contact Wendy Gladman regarding St Philip’s roster gladmanwendy@gmail.com  
 
Readings for Australia Day  
Deuteronomy 28:1-9; Psalm 145:1-9; Romans 13:1-8; Mark 12:13-17 
 
Readings for next week the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28  
 
Deuteronomy 28:1-9 
If you will only obey the LORD your God, by diligently observing all his commandments that I 
am commanding you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the 
earth; 2 all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the LORD your 
God: 
3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 
4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your livestock, 
both the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock. 
5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. 
7 The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they shall 
come out against you one way, and flee before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will command the 
blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you undertake; he will bless you in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he has 
sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 
 
Psalm 145:1-9 
I will exalt you, O God my king: 
I will bless your name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you: 
And praise your name for ever and ever.   
Great is the Lord, and wonderfully worthy to be praised: 
His greatness is past searching out. 
One generation shall praise your works to another: 
And declare your mighty acts. 
As for me, I will be talking of the glorious splendor of your majesty: 
I will tell the story of your marvellous works. 
All people shall speak of the power of your terrible deeds: 
And I will proclaim your greatness. 
Their lips shall flow with the remembrance of your abundant goodness: 
They shall should for joy at your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and compassionate: 
Slow to anger and of great goodness. 
The Lord is loving to every one of us: 
And his mercy is over all his works. 
 
Romans 13:1-8 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from 
God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists 



authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers 
are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? 
Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4 for it is God’s servant for your good. 
But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear the sword in 
vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be 
subject, not only because of wrath but also because of conscience. 6 For the same reason you 
also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy with this very thing. 7 Pay to all 
what is due them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to 
whom respect is due, honour to whom honour is due. 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 
 
Mark 12:13-17 
13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. 14 And 
they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with 
truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we 
not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why are you putting me to the test? Bring 
me a denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head 
is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Give to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they 
were utterly amazed at him. 
 
Sermon for Australia Day  
This year’s Australia Day motto is reflect, respect, celebrate. Behind the celebration of our 
national day is an attempt not to simply force a sense of entitlement on those who find the 
celebration of this date misplaced even offensive but to offer a way to acknowledge the variety 
of responses and seek a way forward.  
The best way we can understand and respect others is to listen to each other whether we are 
black or white, young or old, Christian, of another faith tradition or no faith at all. As people of 
the Bible we take our reckoning from the great story of God’s loving and creative relationship 
with the earth and with people. This is not everyone’s experience. It is important that we never 
take the high ground and believe that our story is the only one worth listening to. When we 
read the stories of others or when we take the time to listen to the stories of others we develop 
empathy and understanding of how life is for them.  
 
Last year I read a book called The Power of Hope by Kon Karapanagiotidis about his personal 
experience as a Greek migrant and just this week I’ve started the biography of Michelle Obama. 
One of the things that has stood out for me as I read Michelle Obama’s words is how much like 
my family her family is and yet there are moments when her words catch in my mind. She 
recounts the story of her brother’s first encounter with police. He had a new bike and took it 
for a ride beyond their neighbourhood. The police stopped him assuming he had stolen it. In 
Michelle’s words now;  

‘What happened, my parents told us, was unjust but also unfortunately common. 
The colour of our skin made us vulnerable. It was a thing we’d always have to 
navigate.’  
 

This is about America but it could be about Australia. There are people in our neighbourhood 
who sadly have to navigate our prejudices. And yet what do we read over and over again in 
the Bible – that God shows no partiality. (Example Romans 2:11 and the words of Peter in Act 



2:34 I truly understand that God shows no partiality but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable …)  
 
We do well when we take the time to listen to other people who might be different to us. It 
builds character. Such listening to the stories of others builds a strong community where we 
don’t just tolerate others we embrace them as neighbours and fight for their rights along with 
our own.  
 
Today’s challenge to Jesus by the Pharisees is a challenge about the power of authority. The 
Authorities might think they have the right to exercise power over other people, using the ‘us 
and them principle’, but the reverse is true. Power comes from authority and for Christians 
ultimately there is no authority except God. In God’s economy there is no them only us.  
Power is useless without authority. Authority can only be exercised rightly when it commands 
the respect of others. Respect is both ways we give respect and we receive it. This is from 
where true power comes. St Paul is right when he encourages us to respect those to whom 
respect is due and honour those to whom honour is due. (Romans 13:7)  It’s easy to be 
dismissive when we are ignorant of another person’s story. It’s easy to abuse others and 
exercise power over them when we are ignorant of their story and make assumptions based 
on appearances alone. Respect comes from being ready to hear things from the other person’s 
perspective and take the time to hear their story. This year’s Australia Day moto reminds us to 
reflect, respect, and celebrate.  
 
Our story, the Christian narrative, teaches us to give to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor’s and give to God the things that are God’s. (Mark 12:17) This teaching of Jesus begs 
the question what are the things of God? 
We don’t have to look very far to find the answers. Todays’ psalm 145 includes an excellent list 
of the things that are God’s – goodness, steadfast love, compassion, righteousness, mercy, and 
slowness to anger.  Such things are of God and are the very things we seek as followers of 
God’s Son Jesus. When we bring such qualities into the way we behave in our families, in 
society and within our care of the natural world then we will not only find a peace and strength 
for ourselves but we will command the respect of our fellow men and women; a respect which 
we direct with humility to God, our Father in Heaven.  
 
There are times in life when the things we know to be right and good, the things we know to 
be compassionate and just are at odds with The Authorities. In such cases we are called upon 
to advocate for those, like the refugee or the person who finds that ‘the colour of their skin 
makes them vulnerable; a thing they always have to navigate.’(A paraphrase of Michelle 
Obama’s words from her book Becoming)  
 
Australia is a country proud of its multi-cultural society; it is something that we celebrate on 
Australia Day but we must also reflect; look back into our history to see that we don’t always 
look favourably on people who are not white or not able to speak, dare I say, the Queen’s 
English. As followers of Christ we are expected to give to God the things that are God’s and 
that includes respect and dignity for all God’s people no matter who they are. We are expected 
to love one another.  

Owe no one anything, except to love one another: for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. (Romans 13:8)  

That’s bottom line – love one another.  
 



Reflect, respect, celebrate – to reflect is to think deeply and carefully about something. As 
Christians we would include prayer about the matter under consideration as part of the way we 
reflect. As we reflect on the complexities that our celebration of Australia Day brings to mind, 
we are to think deeply, carefully and prayerfully about what it means to be part of the family 
of God and to pray for our fellow Australians especially those who find today difficult and painful. 
 
Reflect, respect, celebrate – can we celebrate today? Yes we can. Australia is a beautiful 
country. We are able to enjoy many freedoms. This past year has been long and lonely. 2020 
was also a year that was frightening for many of us as the Corona Virus changed so much of 
what we call normal life. Today we can celebrate and give thanks that we have a good 
healthcare system; that we have so many dedicated people who have cared for the sick and 
dying, who have kept us safe and contained the spread of COVID-19. And yet as we celebrate 
these things we also come to our knees in prayer for those who do not enjoy the freedom and 
the health care that we have. Christians celebrate and reflect and pray. We try to love as Christ 
loved us with absolute equality. No one is outside the love of God. Jesus cured people who were 
considered the lowest of the low. He cured sinners and lepers. Jesus ate with tax collectors and 
sinners. His disciples were not perfect and yet he loved them all. We are not perfect either and 
yet we know we are loved by God.  
 
The people of Israel who followed Moses to the Promised Land were offered blessing because 
they were diligent in their observance of the commandments of God.  
The Lord God commands us to love one another.  
In that love we are blessed: 
Blessed shall be our cities and blessed shall be our work.  
Blessed shall be our children and blessed shall be our livestock and food. 
Blessed shall be our basket and our kneading bowl. 
Blessed shall we be as we go about our daily lives. 
Blessed shall be this country of Australia. 
 
This week, as we celebrate Australia Day, let us commit all that is in our hearts and on our 
hearts in prayer to God who blesses us. Amen.  
 

 
 
Prayers for Australia Day 
We bless you, God of the universe, for this land, for its contrasts of landscape and climate, for 
its abundance of wealth and opportunity. We bless you for our history, with all its struggles in 
adversity, its courage and hope. Give us in our diversity tolerance and respect for each other 
and a passionate commitment to justice for all. Bless us so that we might be a blessing to 
others. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
Let Us Pray 
God of Australia, you have loved this ancient land long before human eye explored it. So today 
we offer mixed feelings of praise and plea for our nation. 
We bring your our gratitude for the diversity and wealth of this land and its people; for its 
weathered old mountains, fertile valleys, sunshine, sand and sea. We bring our gratitude for 
its riches of mine and agriculture, forest and grazing lands. 
God our Father we give thanks for the indigenous people who know and love this continent with 
an intimate, profound sensitivity - help us to listen to their story and learn respect. We give 
thanks for the courage, vision, and sacrifice of the early settlers; for the diverse races who now 
call Australia home – help us to listen to their story and learn respect. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
God of compassion we are sorry for the evil done that has marred our country and injured its 
peoples especially our indigenous brothers and sisters, refugees, and others who seem different 
– help us to listen to their story and learn respect. Give us a voice to call for justice and the 
will to do what we can to right the wrongs of the past. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
God our creator we are sorry for the rapacious way we have exploited the good earth, for the 
ugliness we have imposed on places of rare beauty through our vandalism and selfishness. 
God we confess that our history includes gross injustices from which many still suffer. We have 
neglected minority groups and have been intolerant of those who come from other countries 
seeking asylum – help us to listen to their stories and learn respect for all people. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, our God we give thanks and praise for those who have worked so hard over this past year 
to keep us safe and healthy in the face of the Corona Virus. We ask your blessing upon medical 
workers, research scientists, police, armed forces and those in our government who have had 
to make hard decisions and listen to angry words and witness violence and watch on helplessly 
as people die.  
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
God you love us all, you love this land of Australia we pray that as we celebrate this week we 
will take time to reflect, to listen to each other, to celebrate and to become more respectful 
and understanding of each other. Help us to love each other as you love us, helps us to love 
and respect the natural environment and care for it as you would have us do.  
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Almighty God you have promised to hear our prayers. Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Offertory 
Thank you for your weekly offering it is much needed. During this COVID-19 period and post 
COVID-19 your offering can be made by either:  

 Placing in the offering bowl at any church service. Use plain envelope if preferred  
 Please make cheques payable to Anglican Parish Bass-Phillip Island 
 Regular or one-off contributions can be made by internet banking to the Parish bank 

account, name: Anglican Parish Bass/Philip Island,   BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 
169 629 797  



 Visit any Bendigo Bank branch and deposit cash or cheque to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip 
Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797.  Please put on deposit slip: 
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation  

 If in Cowes, drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside 
the front door of the Church) 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to baking and/or monthly roster at The Mary Talbot Room, San Remo. 
Contact Rev’d Jo 0490 831 299 
 
LENT ACROSS THE PARISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHROVE TUESDAY – A Pancake Night of fellowship and fun in planned for Tuesday 16th 
February 5.30pm Parish Hall $10 per head. For Bookings contact Rev’d Jo or Pauleen Leditschke 
0425 850 118 
ASH WEDNESDAY – a service for Ash Wednesday will be held Wednesday 17th February 
10.00am St Philip’s, Cowes and repeated at 7.00pm St Augustine’s, San Remo 
Thursday 18th February – Service of Morning Prayer St Philip’s, Cowes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helpful websites 
Parish website www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org  
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for: 
Rene Foulkes, Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, Jennie Shields, 

Rev’d George Sansom, Shirley Broad, Kath Kent, 
Len Chatfield; Rev’d Gerald Wall; Sylvia Williams; Ruby Rose 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev. Jo 
 

LENTEN STUDIES – God of Compassion a Lenten Journey Study Books are now 
available from church or from your study group leader.  
Palm Lakes Group – commencing 24th Feb 2.00pm Emmaus Room, Cowes 
Bass Group – commencing 15th Feb 5.00pm St Paul’s Church, Bass 
San Remo Group – commencing 24th Feb 2.30pm Mary Talbot Room, San Remo 
Cowes Group – commencing 19th Feb 10.30am Rectory, Cowes 
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT – 21st February trial of new service times commences 
ST PHILIP’S 
Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion 
4th Sunday 10.00am Prayer Praise and Proclamation 
 
ST PAUL’S 
1st & 3rd Sunday of month 12.30pm Holy Communion 
2nd & 4th Sunday of month 12.30 Lay led service of the word 

ST AUGUSTINE’S 
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month 10.30am Family Service  
2nd & 4th Sunday of month 12.30pm Holy Communion 
Tuesday 10.00am Lay led service of the word 
 


