
Anglican Parish of Bass-Phillip Island 
St Augustine’s, San Remo St Paul’s, Bass 

St Philip’s, Cowes 
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org 

Rector – The Rev’d Jo White Mobile - 0490 831 299 
Telephone – 5952 2608 

Email –revjobpi@gmail.com 
23rd Week after Pentecost 

Choose Hope, Love, Justice 
 
MON 1st Nov 9.30 – 1.30pm PARISH FETE 

10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 
WED 3rd    10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 
THURS 4th   10.00am- [Fully Vaccinated] Holy Communion at St Philip’s, Cowes 
  Worship Resources prepared today 
FRI 5th   10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 

11.00am – 2.00pm Chat ‘n Chew Emmaus Room, Cowes  
SAT 6th       10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 

Rev’d Jo’s Day Off  
SUN 7th     ALL SAINTS Episcopal Visit  

9.30am [Fully Vaccinated] Holy Communion at St Philip’s, Cowes 
11.00am [Fully Vaccinated] Holy Communion at St Augustine’s, San Remo 
12.30pm [Open] Holy Communion St Paul’s, Bass  
4.00pm [Open] Holy Communion, St Philip’s, Cowes  

 
A 4.00pm service has been added at St Philip’s please consider this when booking 
your attendance at church. 
 
Bookings advised for all services  
St Philip’s - book with Michaela 0400 134 449  
St Paul’s - book with Sandy 0449 594 737    
St Augustine’s - book with Ida 0468 374 356 
 
CURRENT COVID-19 Information: Thursday 29th October 11.59pm  
Please show your COVID-19 vaccination certificate when checking in 
Please register your attendance using our QR code or sign in using our kiosk.  
Please use the hand sanitiser provided 
Please wear a mask indoors.  
Please keep your distance (4 sq. meters per person)  
Please be assured that our facilities are cleaned thoroughly after worship.  
 
Sunday 7th November – FEAST OF ALL SAINTS & Episcopal visit – if you would like to add a 
name to the roll of the Dear Departed please contact Rev’d Jo. 
 
This week’s roster 31st October 
St Paul’s - Reader: Rg. Hayhurst; Prayers: S. Ridge; Chalice: D. Wilson 
St Augustine’s – 
St Philip’s – Welcome: P. Leditschke & …; Reader: G. Gijsbers; Intercessions: Rev. Jo; 
Vestry:…; PowerPoint: …;  
St Philip’s 4.00pm – Welcomer/Power Point: J. Bell; Reader: T. Bell 
– Please contact Wendy Gladman regarding St Philip’s roster gladmanwendy@gmail.com  



 
Next week’s roster 7th November 
St Paul’s  
St Augustine’s – Leader: L. Alexander; Input: L. Alexander; Children: D. Garrett   
St Philip’s – Welcomers: M. Wright & W. Gladman; Reader: R. Gijsbers; Intercession: J. 
Wright; Vestry: C. Hill; Power Point: R. Leditschke 
 
This week’s readings – Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm146; Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 
Readings for next week 7th  November - Ruth 3:1-5; 4:3-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:23-28; 
Mark 12:38-44 

 
We meet for worship on the lands of the Bunurong people; 
Gunaikurnai people; Woi-Wurrung people and wish to acknowledge 
them as the Traditional Owners. We pay our respects to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 
 
SOMETHING FOR THE CHILDREN Glenys has subscribed to a weekly 
children’s activity sheet. The activities follow the lectionary. If you 
have grandchildren coming to a service or know of children attending 

she would be happy to forward this on to you so you can print out as needed. You can email 
her on glenys.stacs@gmail.com 
 
The Sentence of the Day 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength, and you shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these. 
  
The Collect of the Day 
O God, whom to follow is to risk our whole lives: as Ruth and Naomi loved and held to one 
another, abandoning the ways of the past, so may we also not be divided, but travel together 
into that strange land where you will lead us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Ruth 1:1-18 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 2 The 
name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two 
sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into 
the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she 
was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and 
the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and 
Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 
6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had 
heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them food. 7 So 
she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and 
they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-
in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as 
you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find security, each 
of you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said 
to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my 
daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become 



your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. 
Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear 
sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? 
No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of 
the LORD has turned against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth clung to her. 
15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 
after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 
“Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. 
May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” 
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
Hear the word of the Lord 
                         Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 146 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul: 
While I live I will praise the Lord; 
While I have any being: 
I will sing praises to my God. 
Put not your trust in princes: 
Nor in flesh and blood, which cannot save. 
For when their breath goes from them, they return again to the earth: 
And on that day all their thoughts perish. 
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob: 
Whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
The God who made heaven and earth: 
The sea, and all that is in them, 
Who keeps faith for ever: 
Who deals justice to those that are oppressed. 
The Lord gives food to the hungry: 
And sets the captives free. 
The Lord gives sight to the blind: 
The Lord lifts up those that are bowed down. 
The Lord loves the righteous: 
The Lord cares for the stranger in the land. 
He upholds the widow and the fatherless: 
As for the way of the wicked, he turns it upside down. 
The Lord shall be king for ever: 
Your God, O Zion, shall reign through all generations.  Praise the Lord. 
Glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
As in the beginning so now, and forever. Amen 
 
Hebrews 9:11-15 
11 But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 12 he entered once 
for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the 



ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 14 how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 
15 For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions under the first covenant. 
Hear the word of the Lord 
                         Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, chapter 12 beginning at verse 
13;  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. 14 And 
they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with 
truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we 
not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why are you putting me to the test? Bring 
me a denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head 
is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Give to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they 
were utterly amazed at him. 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that 
he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus 
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, 
Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love 
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love 
one’s neighbour as oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
                         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
The story of Ruth opens for us today. It is a small historical book sandwiched between the book 
of Judges and the book of Samuel. In just four chapters we have a big story full of family drama 
set in the context of famine and displacement. Next week we would normally conclude the story 
of Ruth and her mother in law Naomi but instead we are celebrating the Feast of All Saints with 
our annual episcopal visit.  
Sometimes I ask myself why a certain story turns up at a certain place in our lectionary. Perhaps 
this time it has something to do with the proximity of Advent, only three weeks away. The story 
of Ruth is linked with the story of the birth of Jesus though his genealogy. Ruth is among just 
three women mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus found in Matthew chapter one. God’s blessing 
on Ruth and Boaz brings blessing to all of Israel and to the world. Through them, all the nations 
of earth are blessed. In the final chapter we read a blessing from the Lord: 

May you produce children in Ephrathah and bestow a name in Bethlehem (Ruth 4:11) 
Places that resound with the imagery of the nativity. 
 



One of the themes running through the story of Ruth is that of faithfulness. In the face of grief, 
famine and displacement Ruth puts her trust in the God of her mother in law Naomi. Their hope 
is in the Lord who our psalm reminds us is the Lord who keeps faith for ever; deals justice to 
the oppressed; feeds the hungry, cares for the stranger in the land and upholds the widow and 
the fatherless. (Selections from Psalm 146) 
 
Great faith begets great love. Ruth showed great love for her mother in law and would not be 
parted from her. We, in our way experience God’s faith for ever as love, the love shown in and 
through his Son, Jesus. Jesus offers two great commandments to us in his conversation with 
the scribe who asked him;  
‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ (Mark 12:28)  
And the commandments which Jesus recounts are all about love. 

--+-- 
Failure to love is perhaps the greatest failure of a Christian. Sadly we often don’t acknowledge 
a lack of love as a sin. We generally equate sin with doing harm to a neighbour, but we don’t 
necessarily notice failing to love or withholding of love as doing any harm.  
A story is told about a man who sold an old bomb of a car to an unsuspecting stranger, and 
who later went for his weekly visit the priest for confession. Afterwards he met one of his old 
mates in the pub for a drink. When his mate heard he’d been to confession he said, ‘I hope you 
told that priest how cheated that guy over the car.’ 
I did no such thing, said the man. 
I tell the priest my sins. He doesn’t need to know my business. 
 
Sometimes we forget to connect the dots of our life as a Christian with the business of life. Or 
perhaps we don’t connect or faith with how we interact with our neighbours. Sadly our faith 
has become private, closeted, our little Sunday secret.  
 
It’s easier to separate the two great commandments than to see them as a whole. In a sense 
there is only one commandment – the commandment to love. This is not a request or a 
suggestion it is a command. Anyone who has been in cadets or the defence force or perhaps 
the police force knows that a command is much more than a request it is an order that must 
be acted on there and then because following a command will save a life, maybe even your 
own. 
 
The command to love is like a coin, one entity with two sides. We love ourselves and we love 
our neighbour. It is impossible to have one without the other. It’s not that we dislike our 
neighbours. It’s just that we can find ourselves tolerating them rather than loving them. And 
Jesus commands us to love them as we love ourselves. The worst thing of all is cold indifference. 
We don’t know and we don’t care.  
Yet all of us have a great capacity to love, but sadly we use it less than is good for us, less than 
is good for our neighbours.  
The actor, Christopher Reeve, famous for his role as Superman was rendered a paraplegic after 
a riding accident. He said he got 100,000 letters of sympathy and support. This led him to ask: 
Why does it take a tragedy before we show our appreciation for one another - before we show 
our love? 
Sometimes we leave it too long and then we are full of regrets. We wait until it’s too late tell 
others we love them. We leave it too late to mend a quarrel. Perhaps we have a problem with 
a particular person, be it a neighbour or a family member. What can we do? We must love them 
as Jesus has commanded us so to do.  
But let’s get practical for a moment. 



In such cases we should avoid any kind of retaliation not only will this make things worse it is 
not loving. 
We should try to keep the lines of communication open, even if it’s just a matter of greeting 
the person warmly and keeping a lightness in our conversation.  
We should pray for that person. If we can sincerely pray for that person it will keep bitterness 
and hatred from accumulating in our heart. Our heart is too precious to be clogged up with 
negative emotions. Love must be our way. 
 
Jesus said to the scribe; ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
Knowing the two most important commandments were was the first step. Putting them into 
practice was the second.  
We are not far from the kingdom of God when we allow God to touch our hearts and grow in it  
Love for ourselves and our neighbours. 
 
Love is his name, love is his law,  
Hear his command, all who are his:  
Love one another, as I have loved you,  
Love, only love, is his law. 
Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 
 

 
 
PRAYERS FOR 31st October 
Let us pray for the world and the church; 
As we bring our needs before God, we are mindful of the two great commandments to love, 
and of how much we need God’s grace to live by them. 
God of love, we pray for the world seeking your help to love those who are escaping from 
famine or war. We pray for justice for refugees and safety for those who are seeking to help 
them. Give us generous hearts that our love might be taken to those in deepest need through 
the work of aid agencies such as Anglicord and World Vision. 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for the church that it may be a place where there is real love and 
acceptance. Help us to be open, kind and loving especially to those we find difficult to love. We 



pray that our churches might be known for their love and for their genuine care for those who 
need the love of God and of neighbour. Let us not neglect to pray for our enemies and those 
who hate us.  
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for those who are alone, those who are fearful, and those who work hard 
to keep us safe. God, love is simple and it is deep give us warm hearts that we will love our 
neighbours as you command. Direct us toward those neighbours we have overlooked. Help us 
to reach out in love to others with a word, a kindness, a hand that we can show love in the face 
of whatever our neighbours might be facing. 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, our prayers turn now to the dear departed; we bring them into our hearts more 
strongly at this moment, remembering them with love and where there was a lack of love we 
ask that you heal our wounds and reconcile that which needs measures of your grace and love. 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done,  
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suggested hymns: 
Praise to the Lord the Almighty (TIS 111) 
Love is His Word, Love is His Way (TIS 534) 
Have Faith in God 
 
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging 
us in our meeting together. 
 
Offertory 
Thank you for your weekly offering it is much needed. During this COVID-19 period and post 
COVID-19 your offering can be made by either:  
 Placing in the offering bowl at any church service. Use plain envelope if preferred  
 Please make cheques payable to Anglican Parish Bass-Phillip Island 
 Regular or one-off contributions can be made by internet banking to the Parish bank 

account, using Pay ID 0407410011 (or BSB & Acct No. below) 



 Visit any Bendigo Bank branch and deposit cash or cheque to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip 
Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797.  Please put on deposit slip: 
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation  

 If in Cowes, drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside the 
front door of the Church) 

 
ST PHILIP’S – We recommend parking in the church 
grounds. Parking in Thompson Avenue is restricted to 1 
hour only. 2 hours for those with a Disabled Parking Permit 

 
PARISH HOME GROUPS some groups are meeting via Zoom please contact leaders for 
information 
Emmaus Room – Wednesdays 1st & 3rd 2.00pm Leader: Richard and Ann Prideaux 
Palms Group - Fridays fortnightly 10.30am Contact Wendy Gladman 
San Remo Group –Wednesdays 1st & 3rd 2.00pm in the Mary Talbot Room Leader: John Dawson 
Bass Home Group – Monday 5.00pm Leader: Sandy, Les Ridge  
 
DIARY DATES  
Sunday 14th November – AGM and Combined Service 
Sunday 21st November – Christ the King 
Sunday 28th November – Advent One 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PARISH AGM 14th November 10am Parish Hall Guest Speaker: Marjorie 
Seiffer who with her husband worked for CMS in Darwin. Book only with 
Michaela 0400 134 449 
Nominations for Deanery, Synod and Clergy Appointments Advisory 

Board close 6.00pm Sunday 7th November 
 
Annual Congregational Meetings – election of wardens and parish councillors 
St Philip’s 28th November following 9.30am 
St Paul’s 28th November following 12.30pm services 
St Augustine’s 21st November following 11.00am service Nominations close 6.00pm 14th 
November 
All nominations to Sandy Ridge, Parish Secretary or Rev’d Jo  
 
NEED HELP WITH COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate? 
We have help desks at  
The Mary Talbot Room, San Remo Monday 10.00am – 1.00pm 
St Philip’s Church, Cowes Tuesday 9.00am – 11.30pm 
 

Please pray for: 
Rene Foulkes, Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, Jennie Shields, 

Rev’d George Sansom, Shirley Broad, Kath Kent, 
Len Chatfield, Rev’d Gerald Wall, Sylvia Williams, Tom Sansom, 

Ruby Rose, David Foulkes, Terry Duffield, and Julia Alison 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev’d Jo 



St Philip’s FLOWER FUND needs feeding 
There is a box in the foyer where you can leave your donations. 
 
Mary Talbot Room – Volunteers to go on a monthly roster are 
always welcome. Please let Rev’d Jo know if you can help. 
Cooks are always welcome to provide the ever popular biscuits, jams 
and pickles. Reimbursement for the cost of ingredients can be 
arranged. Rev’d Jo is happy to deliver your baking to MTR as needed. 
 

Can you help? 
Volunteers needed on 2nd Saturday of the 
month to assist with serving Devonshire Teas 
and at the Sausage Sizzle.  
 
Learn a new skill - We are training new vestry 
helpers and Eucharistic assistants.  
Speak to Rev’d Jo if you would like to help. 

 
Helpful websites 
Parish website www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org 
Dioceses of Gippsland website www.gippsanglican.org.au   
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes  
 
You can help Refugees by putting items in the basket at St 
Philip’s.  Most needed items include: honey, tuna in oil, tinned 
tomatoes, tinned veggies, tinned legumes, sweet & savoury 
biscuits, black tea bags, dishwashing liquid, shampoo & 
conditioner, soap bars. 
 


