Anglican Parish of Bass-Phillip Island
St Augustine’s, San Remo St Paul’s, Bass
St Philip’s, Cowes
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org
Rector – The Rev’d Jo White Mobile - 0490 831 299
Telephone – 5952 2608
Email –revjobpi@gmail.com
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Choose Hope, Love, Justice
MON 25th

ANZAC DAY
Rev’d Jo’s Day Off
10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open
10.00am – 4.00pm Book Sales

TUES 26th
WED 27th
THURS 28th
FRI 29th
SAT 30th

10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open
10.00am-Holy Communion, St Philip’s, Cowes
Chat n Chew, Emmaus Room, Cowes
10.00am – 4.00pm Book Sale
10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open
st
SUN 1 May 9.00am St Philip’s, Holy Communion
11.00am St Augustine’s Family Service
12.30pm St Paul’s, Holy Communion
4.00pm St Philip’s
Bookings are no longer required
CURRENT COVID-19 Information:
Please use the hand sanitiser provided
We respect your decision to wear a mask indoors.
If you are unwell please look after yourself at home.
Please be assured that our facilities are thoroughly cleaned weekly.
We meet for worship on the lands of the Bunurong people; Gunaikurnai
people; Woi-Wurrung people and wish to acknowledge them as the Traditional
Owners. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
This week’s roster 24th April
St Philip’s - Welcome: F. Leighton & J. Stephenson; Reader: M. Wright;
Intercessions: J. Wright; Vestry: C. Hill; PowerPoint: R. Leditschke; Music: G. Gijsbers; Morning
tea: M. Zulian
– Please contact Wendy Gladman regarding St Philip’s roster gladmanwendy@gmail.com
This week’s readings Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; Revelation 1:4-9; John 20:19-31
Next week’s roster 1st May 2022
St Philip’s - Welcome: W. Gladman & F. Leighton; Reader: M. Wright; Intercessions: J. Wright;
Vestry: C. Hill; PowerPoint: L. Heflingers; Music: …; Morning tea: J. Bell
St Augustine’s – Leader: G. Ippel; Input: G. Ippel; Children: D. Garrett

Next week’s readings - Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:6-14; John 21:1-19
SOMETHING FOR THE CHILDREN Glenys has subscribed to a weekly children’s activity sheet.
The activities follow the lectionary. If you have grandchildren coming to a service or know of
children attending she would be happy to forward this on to you so you can print out as needed.
You can email her on glenys.stacs@gmail.com
The Sentence of the Day
Jesus said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’
The Collect of the Day
Living God, for whom no door is closed, no heart is locked: draw us beyond our doubts, till we
see your Christ and touch his wounds where they bleed in others. This we ask through Christ
our Saviour, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one god, now and forever.
Amen.
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 5.27-32
27
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on
us.”
29
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human
authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give repentance
to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32
And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
who obey him.”
[Silence]
Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 118:14-29
The Lord is my strength and my song:
And has become my salvation.
The sounds of joy and deliverance:
Are in the tents of the righteous.
The right hand of the Lord does mighty things:
The right hand of the Lord raises up.
I shall not die but live:
And proclaim the works of the Lord.
The Lord has disciplined me hard:
But he has not given me over to death.
Open me the gates of righteousness:
And I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord:
The righteous shall enter it.
I will praise you, for you answered me:
And have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected:

Has become the head of the corner.
This is the Lord’s doing:
And it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
O Lord, save us, we pray:
O Lord, send us prosperity.
Blessed is he who comes, in the name of the Lord:
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light:
Guide the festal throng up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God and I will praise you:
You are my God, I will exalt you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good:
And his mercy endures for ever.
(Response)
Glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
As in the beginning so now, and forever. Amen
A reading from Revelation 1:4-8
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.
5
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings
of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
9
I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom and the
patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus.
[Silence]
Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, chapter 20 beginning at verse 19;
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.”
20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
[Silence]
For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
SECOND SUNDAY EASTER
How many times in this past week have you offered an Easter greeting to
someone, even a stranger in the street or someone who served you in a
shop? If we are truly witnesses to the power of the resurrection in our lives and in the life of
the church then perhaps we need to work on our shyness and concerns about what people
might think and instead speak up boldly saying ‘Happy Easter’.
During Lent I have been enjoying, perhaps that’s the wrong word, I have been challenged by
a little flip-over book by a Uniting Church writer, Marianne Musgrove simply entitled: Lenten
Reflections – an invitation to fast from the things that keep you from being with God.
Day 23 asks us to fast from what people would think. The challenging question Marianne poses
is:

Have you ever stopped yourself from doing something because of what people might
think?
She follows this probing question with a prayer:

Loving heavenly Father, sometimes I’m afraid of what people might think. Please help
me to remember that the only opinion that matters is yours. Grant me the strength to
carry out your will. Amen.
The reason we don’t witness to the power of the resurrection is
probably because we are just a little concerned about what people
might think. On that score the words from Acts 5 verse 29 is very
clear –

We must obey God and no human authority.
Obey God now that’s a big thing to be asking of 21st century people in the me generation who
are more likely to obey their own hearts and their own desires with the well-worn cliché ‘If it
feels good do it.’
In the context of Acts chapter five obedience to God is given by Peter in the face of persecution
and the threat of imprisonment. The high priest and the council had given orders to them not

to teach in the name of Jesus and yet that’s exactly what Peter and the other disciples did with
the result that the members of the council wanted to kill them. (Acts 5:33)
The message of Easter is so amazing, so powerful, so fresh every morning that it becomes our
joy and our duty to witness with our lives and with our words. The only opinion that matters
says Marianne is that of God. The season of Easter has just begun, we have a full seven weeks
until the feast of Pentecost. The challenge then is to wish a few people Happy Easter. Let’s try
it and see what happens. If they look at us strangely that’s ok, they did worse to the apostles.
Sometimes we don’t offer a word of witness because we just don’t
know what to say or are worried that there will be questions that we
cannot answer. Not knowing all the answers is a good thing. The last
thing anyone wants is someone who knows it all. What we all want
is a companion, someone who will travel with us and help us find
our way.
The words of witness we can offer must always stem from our
personal truth. What happens in the resurrection appearances is a
personal encounter with the risen Jesus. The disciples see for themselves and they believe.
Thomas, who has been labelled (perhaps unfairly) as doubting Thomas, does what many of us
might want to do if we had the chance, he gathers the evidence of his own eyes, he touches,
he sees, he hears Jesus’ voice saying ‘Peace be with you. Do not doubt but believe.’
Immediately Thomas bears witness saying: My Lord and my God. (John 20:28)
We might not have put our hands in the marks of the nails or touched the wound in Jesus’ side
and yet we are blessed, says Jesus, because we have come to believe. For each of us there is
something that has led us to believe. It may have been a Christian friend or a faithful teacher.
It may have been the mystery of the Holy Communion or perhaps the words of a hymn.
Believing is about life, full, expansive and everlasting life. Once we know Jesus personally and
feel the warmth of the Holy Spirit’s presence, we cannot shy away from calling ourselves a
believer. Our believing is feed by the signs as recorded in scripture and by our own experiences
in prayer, in times of trouble and in times of great rejoicing.
We are witnesses of these things (Acts 5:32) we are witnesses and our witness must be heard
especially in this place where so many have lost their way. Our witness is needed to bring peace
and newness and hope to those who find so much of life just a matter of going through the
motions. For them Easter is over, for us it is just beginning. For them Easter is probably about
chocolate and family and parties with friends. These things are not wrong and they’re not bad
but without the more that is Jesus and the power of the resurrection perhaps these things leave
people asking; Why?
The timing of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples is of interest. It
was the evening of the first day of the week. The doors are locked.
The first day of the week; a new day full of hope and the promise
of new beginnings. A wise priest once said, ‘Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.’
We are to wake without the burden of our sin. Jesus explains to his disciples that forgiveness
is theirs to exercise – to forgive or to retain the sin. When the sun rises on that first day of the
week we are reminded that the Son of God is risen and that our day begins a fresh, our day
begins free from the burden of sin. The doors are now open.

For the disciples the doors of the house were locked for fear of the Jews and yet Jesus sends
them out; He sends them out to bear witness.
The door is open for us as we too are sent out to proclaim my Lord and my God. (John 20:28).
The resurrection appearances are there not just to inform us but to empower us for the work
of discipleship.
Being a witness to the power of the resurrection is not just about recognising Jesus as Lord, as
Messiah, even Jesus as Son of God it is about how we live and what we proclaim. Sometimes
how we live in the face of hardship and suffering says volumes about how much we rely on the
power of the resurrection to strengthen and support us in difficult times. And there can be no
more difficult time than when we face the death of a loved one or for that matter our own
death.
When I have been given the honour of being near someone who is close to death nothing is
more inspiring than hearing them say they are ready to meet their Lord. Some of us have had
to deal with violent and sudden death and that is never pleasant. At such times our faith can
help us forgive even if we find it hard to forget. Equally if death is painful with prolonged
suffering, we are comforted in the knowledge that Jesus, God’s Son underwent great suffering
even to death.
Being a witness is also about what we say and how we say it. If we simply spout platitudes or
quote scripture, we will probably be what St Paul described as a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. (1 Corinthians 13:1) The best advice I can offer about being a faithful and true witness
to Christ and His resurrection is to be open to any opportunity, to use it well and listen to what
the other person says. Then, and only then should we make and invitation or give a personal
story.
We don’t know it all and yet we are His witnesses.
It is we who are sent out to spread the message of Christ who
is and who was and who is to come,

Amen. (Revelation 1:8)
Let us pray for the world and for the church.
Lord our God we continue to pray with continued fervour for the situation in Ukraine. We pray
for an end to this war and the darkness and danger that it represents. We pray for those who
are caught up in the war those who are trying to find a place of safety and those who are
fighting for their freedom. God of peace spread your peace to all in this region of war and dread.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord our God we pray for those who are deeply affected by the recent flooding in the north of
this country. We pray that help will come to them and that those who have lost so much will
find their hope again. Sovereign Lord, we pray for our country of Australia as we prepare for
an election. As we examine the policies and promises of all parties help us to discern that which
is of you and your kingdom come. Guide us in our decision making as the weeks to the election
unfold.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord our God we pray for your church; help us in our weakness to be witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son Jesus the Christ. Give us courage to be obedient to you and not be
too concerned about what others may think of us and even of what they might say of us so
much as this matters in the work of spreading the good news of Jesus.
Lord, we give you thanks for the success of our recent Holy Week and Easter services help us
to take strength from this.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord we pray for those who are sick and feeling low because of illness especially those who
have been sick with COVID 19. Strengthen your people and help us to encourage them in times
of difficulty. We also offer prayers for those who as yet do not know you and the power of the
resurrection. Give them a hunger for truth and help them to find a way to begin their journey
with you in newness of life.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God whose Son is the beginning and the end the alpha and the omega we pray for all
who are feeling the loss of loved ones at this time. Comfort them in their grieving. Remind us
all of your promise that we too will join with Jesus in a resurrection like his.
We pray for the dear departed saying; rest eternal grant unto them O Lord and let light
perpetual shine upon them. Amen.
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray;
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
For ever and for ever. Amen.
Suggested Hymns:
This is the Day
These Things did Thomas (TIS 649)
Christ is Alive (TIS 387)
I Know That My Redeemer Lives (TIS 202)
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging
us in our meeting together.
Offertory
Thank you for your weekly offering it is much needed. During this COVID-19 period and post
COVID-19 your offering can be made by either:
 Placing in the offering bowl at any church service. Use plain envelope if preferred
 Please make cheques payable to Anglican Parish Bass-Phillip Island






Regular or one-off contributions can be made by internet banking to the Parish bank
account, using Pay ID 0407410011 (or BSB & Acct No. below)
Visit any Bendigo Bank branch and deposit cash or cheque to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip
Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797. Please put on deposit slip:
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation
If in Cowes, drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside the
front door of the Church)
ST PHILIP’S – We recommend parking in the church
grounds. Parking in Thompson Avenue is restricted to 1
hour only. 2 hours for those with a Disabled Parking Permit

Safe Church Awareness Workshop
Location: Korumburra Anglican Church 3 Queen Street Korumburra, Victoria
Date: Saturday 13 August 2022
Time: 1.00pm to 5.00pm
Online registration is essential: https://www.trybooking.com/BXSUY
Registrations close Wednesday 10 August at 5pm unless sold out prior
Enquiries only: 03 5144 2044 or registryoffice@gippsanglican.org.au
PARISH HOME GROUPS in recess during school holidays
Please contact leaders for information
Emmaus Room –Wednesday 2.00pm Leader: Richard and Ann Prideaux
Palm Lakes Group –Friday 10.00am Contact Wendy Gladman
San Remo Group –Wednesday 2.00pm in the Mary Talbot Room Leader: John Dawson
Bass Home Group –Thursday 5.30pm Leader: Sandy & Les Ridge
DIARY DATES
25th April ANZAC Day March steps off from St Philip’s Cowes
SCHOOL HOLIDAY BOOK SALES
Saturday 23rd – Monday 25th April 10.00am – 4.00pm

NEW WORSHIP TIMES commence Sunday 24th April
SUNDAY

9.00am St Philip’s
11.00am St Augustine’s 12.30pm St Paul’s

THURSDAY

10.00am, St Philip’s

SUNDAY

4.00pm St Philip’s resumes 1st May

START UP SUNDAY 4pm Service
1st May followed by a fellowship meal.
St Philip’s FLOWER FUND needs feeding
There is a box in the foyer where you can leave your donations.

Mary Talbot Room – Volunteers to go on a monthly roster are
always welcome. Please let Rev’d Jo know if you can help.
Cooks are always welcome to provide the ever popular biscuits, jams
and pickles. Reimbursement for the cost of ingredients can be
arranged. Rev’d Jo is happy to deliver your baking to MTR as needed.
Can you help? Volunteers needed on 2nd Saturday of the month to
assist with serving Devonshire Teas and at the Sausage Sizzle.
Please pray for:
Rene Foulkes, Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, Kath Kent, Len
Chatfield, Rev’d Gerald Wall, David Foulkes, Terry Duffield, Margaret
Smith
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev’d Jo
Learn a new skill - We are training new vestry
helpers and Eucharistic assistants.
Speak to Rev’d Jo if you would like to help.
Helpful websites
Parish website
www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org
Dioceses of Gippsland website www.gippsanglican.org.au
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes
You can help Refugees by putting items in the basket at St
Philip’s. Most needed items include: honey, tuna in oil, tinned
tomatoes, tinned veggies, tinned legumes, sweet & savoury
biscuits, black tea bags, dishwashing liquid, shampoo &
conditioner, soap bars.

