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ADVENT TWO 

4th December 2022 
Choose Hope, Love, Justice  

 
MON 5th      Rev’d Jo’s Day Off 

10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 
TUES 6th     
WED 7th        10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  
THURS 8th  10.00am – Holy Communion, St Philip’s, Cowes 
FRI 9th    Chat ‘n’ Chew   
SAT 10th      10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room  
SUN 11th   ADVENT THREE  

9.00am St Philip’s, Holy Communion  
11.00am St Augustine’s, Holy Communion 

 12.30pm St Paul’s, Holy Communion  
 
Monday 12th 6.00pm Annual Parish Dinner, Parish Hall, Cowes 
 
Bookings are no longer required 
 
CURRENT COVID-19 Information:  
Please use the hand sanitiser provided 
We respect your decision to wear a mask indoors.  
If you are unwell please look after yourself at home. 
Please be assured that our facilities are thoroughly cleaned weekly. 

 
We meet for worship on the lands of the Bunurong 
people; Gunaikurnai people; Woi-Wurrung people; 
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we 
gather, and pay we respects to their Elders past and 
present and emerging.  
 

This week’s roster 4th December ADVENT TWO 
St Philip’s – Welcomer: F. Leighton; Reader: H. Millward; Intercessions: J. Wright; Vestry: J. 
Bell & H. Millward; PowerPoint: J. Millward; Music: K. Kent; Morning tea: F. Leighton 
St Augustine’s – Leader: L. Alexander; Input: L. Alexander; Children: G. Ippel  
St Paul’s – Reader: S. Ridge; Prayers: Rev. Jo; Chalice: B. Maghanoy 
– Please contact Wendy Gladman regarding St Philip’s roster gladmanwendy@gmail.com  
 
This week’s readings– 4th December ADVENT TWO 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-21; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
 



 
Next week’s roster 11th December ADVENT THREE 
St Philip’s – Welcomer: S. Goodluck; Reader: E. Krutop-Norfolk; Intercessions: R. Gijsbers; 
Vestry: J. Bell; PowerPoint: R. Leditschke; Music: G. Gijsbers; Morning tea: P. Leditschke 
St Augustine’s –  
St Paul’s – Reader: B. Maghanoy; Prayers: L. Maghanoy; Chalice: A. Gloria 
 
Next week’s readings – 11th December ADVENT THREE 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Song of Mary; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
SOMETHING FOR THE CHILDREN Glenys has subscribed to a weekly children’s activity sheet. 
The activities follow the lectionary. If you have grandchildren coming to a service or know of 
children attending she would be happy to forward this on to you so you can print out as needed. 
You can email her on glenys.stacs@gmail.com 
 
The Sentence of the Day 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news. 
       Mark 1:15 
 
The Collect of the Day 
God of all peoples, whose servant John came baptizing and calling for repentance: help us to 
hear his voice of judgement, that we may also rejoice in his word of promise, and be found 
pure and blameless in that glorious Day when Christ comes to rule the earth as Prince of Peace; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 [Silence] 
For the word of the Lord 
                         Thanks be to God 
 



 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-21 
Give the king your judgement, O God: 
And your righteousness to the son of a king, 
That he may judge your people rightly: 
And the poor of the land with equity. 
Let the mountains be laden with peace because of his righteousness: 
And the hills also with prosperity for his people. 
May he give justice to the poor among the people: 
And rescue the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor. 
May he live while the sun endures: 
And while the moon gives light, throughout all generations. 
May he come down like rain upon the new-mown fields: 
And as showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall righteousness flourish: 
And abundance of peace, till the moon shall be no more. 
Let his name live for ever: 
And endure as long as the sun. 
Let all peoples use his name in blessing: 
And all nations call him blessed. 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel: 
Who alone does great wonders. 
Blessed be his glorious name for ever: 
And let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, Amen. 
 (Response) 
Glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
As in the beginning so now, and forever. Amen 
 
Romans 15:4-13 
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God 
of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For 
I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; 
10 and again he says, 
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 11 and again, 
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; 
12 and again Isaiah says, 
‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 
hope.’ 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 [Silence]  
Hear the word of the Lord 
                         Thanks be to God 



 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, chapter 3 beginning at verse 1 
 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 
5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 
9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
 [Silence] 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
                         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
ADVENT TWO  
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. (Isaiah 11:1)  
That which seems hopeless: the ripping from the ground of a 
people’s life, catastrophic invasion, exile, slavery and deportation 
are given hope from the stock of Jesse with the prophecy that there 
will be a good king who will be faithful and worship Yahweh.  
 
This king will come from the family tree of Jesse. Jesse, who we read about today in St Paul’s 
letter to the Romans and from the prophet Isaiah, Jesse who was the father of King David and 
the grandson of Boaz and Ruth mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus found in Matthew chapter 
one. The stump of Jesse; the root of Jesse represents hope and points toward the hope of the 
longed-for Messiah. 
The Jewish people even now have a deep respect of their history and their lineage. One’s family 
tree is more than a fascinating hobby facilitated by ancestry.com it is how we know who we 
are and whose we are and that gives meaning to our lives and that meaning instils hope. 
 
The people of Israel were waiting for the Messiah, the one to come who will bind up the broken 
hearted, execute justice and bring in a reign of peace and prosperity. St Paul writes after the 
coming of Jesus; Jesus who is the Christ/ the Messiah. For Christians, Jesus is the fulfilling of 
all prophecy. Christ has come and will come again. Our hope is grounded in the promise that 
there will be salvation, healing, justice, and peace. Jesus’ coming is something we experience 
daily but it is also something we are anticipating.  
But let us return to the imagery of the tree of Jesse. 
 



 
Mention of the root of Jesse has sparked a 
memory of the preparation of a Jesse Tree in 
Advent. This is a project we might have 
undertaken as a family when our children were 
small. Instead of filling our Christmas tree with 
tinsel, lights and random decorations the Jesse 
Tree is a place to hang ornaments with meaning. 
Each one reminding us of the lineage of Jesus. For 
example: an ark for Noah, sheep for Jesse, a 
crown for David. Decorating our homes and 
especially our tree is something that can be nice 
or it can be an opportunity for teaching, prayer 
and expectation; hope filled expectation and we 

prepare for the coming of Jesus.  
Preparing for the coming of Jesus must include building others up in love; living in harmony 
with our neighbours; offering a warm welcome to strangers; sharing in the joy, peace, hope 
and love of Christ; rejoicing, in prayer and in jubilant praise. These are all instructions from St 
Paul’s letter to the Christian churches in Rome as he wrote to them from Corinth. This he says 
is how the church must be:  

Each of us must please our neighbour for the good purpose of building up the neighbour. 

(Romans 15:1) 
Each of us must 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. (Romans 15:7) 
 
The one for whom we wait is the longed-for Messiah but if I might nuance that image a little. 
God in the three persons of the Trinity chose to become human in order that we might be 
saved. This is a little more than what the people of Israel were expecting in their Messiah. The 
saving power of Jesus is not quite what they were expecting from their Messiah and so some 
looked for an opportunity to kill him. (John 7:1)  
 
What St Paul says over and over again is that the salvation of Christ is for all people; for Jew 
and Gentile. When St Paul asks us to live in harmony with one another this is what he has in 
mind so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 15:6) 
 
There can be no doubt that Jesus comes into a 
highly charged political landscape and yet his 
coming is not about strongholds or horses or 
chariots. It is not about warfare and division. 
Christ comes to set us free from our sin from 
all that keeps from each other. He frees us 
from hate and fear, from all that destroys love 
and trust. And so, we give him our thanks and 
our praise. When Christ comes again in glory the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:9) In the meantime we live with our human divisions 

and brokenness.  



 
As we prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of Jesus this Advent, 

we might ponder the symbols we put around our homes and on our tree. 
Our Lutheran brothers and sisters celebrate the coming of Christ in the 
decoration of a Chrismon Tree with monograms for Christ. The focus 
here is on Jesus and what he means for each of us, for the church 
and for the world. The focus is on the work of the saviour rather than 
the Messianic roots of his coming. 
 
Chrismon is a coming to together of two words: Christ and 

monogram. In 1957 some Lutheran women were seeking to create a 
tree full of symbols for their church in Virginia, USA. Francis Spencer, 

volunteered to decorate the church’s Christmas tree with no idea what 
she would do. She sought inspiration in prayer. While searching for a way 

to honour Christ, Frances came across some designs call Chrismons which are often found in 
ancient places of worship including the catacombs. Some can be found in churches, jewellery 
and vestments. These images, that celebrated Christ, formed the basis of the decorations 
Frances made for what has become known as the Chrismon Tree. By using these early symbols 
to decorate the tree the women believed this would bring out distinctly the reason for the 
celebration and contribute to the spirit of worship of this holy season of Advent and Christmas.  
 
So, what were some of these symbols and what do they mean? There is IHS 
a monogram in Latin for Jesus. Chi Rho a monogram in Greek for Christ 
translated in Hebrew as Messiah; and ICTHUS an acrostic of an early creed 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour. And we have the INRI that I want us to 
focus on - a monogram in Latin meaning Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews. 

These are the words that were written in Hebrew, in Latin and in Greek above 
the cross (John 19:19-20) so that everyone would understand who Jesus was/ 
who Jesus is: our suffering Lord, our king, our universal saviour. Jesus comes 
to us as a helpless baby to live our human life and to suffer and die in order 
to do the work of our saviour; the saviour of the world.  
 
John the Baptist cries out prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
(Matthew 3:3) The way to prepare in John’s economy is simple: repent and be 

baptised and yet he knows that the one who is coming will do far more than 
this. Jesus will go to the cross to forgive sin and to draw all people to himself. 
The cross is as important as the crib. The cross is where we find our saviour 
doing his work.  
A final Chrismon to consider is Jesus Christ our Victor, the lamb with the 
pennant of victory. Jesus is victorious not in the way of King David, his victory 
is over sin and death hence here we find Jesus as our pascal lamb who takes 

our sins upon himself for our sake.  
 
In our Advent preparations let’s ponder who Jesus is for 
us, what he is calling us into as his followers, and may 
we consider too how important Jesus is to us, to the 
church and to this broken and divided world.  
 



 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 15:13) 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the church: 
God, our heavenly Father, we pray for the earth so wounded by 
division, war and climate change. We are sorry for the way we turn 
away from these terrible things hoping that someone other than 
ourselves might solve the world’s problems. Father, we pray your 

kingdom come and as we wait for the coming 
of Christ may we prepare with real purpose for 
his coming.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, our heavenly Father, we pray for the 
church that we might work together with great 
fervour for the coming of your Son, Jesus. We 
seek you blessing upon all the activities of this 
season of Advent. Help us to make the most of 

every opportunity to share with others the joy and anticipation of your coming. As we prepare 
our hearts and our churches for your coming, may we know the peace of your constant 
presence.   
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
God, our heavenly Father, we pray for the sick and those who are struggling with life. We seek 
your healing and wholeness for those who are recovering from surgery, those with ongoing 
health issues, those who have cancer and those who find life hard. We pray your blessing on 
all those who work in health care especially paramedics and aged care workers. We ask for 
your support to families as they prepare for Christmas and particularly for students who are 
awaiting their results and as they prepare for holiday activities.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks for the organisations that provide support for our 
local communities particularly those who use our facilities to prepare meals or offer friendship: 
Bee Crafty, Chat n Chew, The Mary Talbot Room, the Uniting Church Community Meal Program, 
Red Frogs, and PICAL.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 
God, our heavenly Father, we pray for those who have lost loved ones because of road 
accidents. We pray for your comfort for all who are experiencing grief at this time weather that 
be because of something traumatic or because this time of year brings back memories. 
Confident of the resurrection to eternal life we pray rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and 
let light perpetual shine upon them. Amen. 
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done,  



 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
For ever and for ever. Amen.  
 
Suggested Hymns: 
Sing of the Lord’s goodness TIS 183 https://youtu.be/q5R9PmGf3aE  
Advent Candles https://youtu.be/p0cZG6dvWlY  
Be thou my vision TIS 547 
On Jordan’s bank TIS 270 
Purify my Heart https://youtu.be/ayH5iV5zmrI  
Christmas is coming 
Hark a herald voice is calling TIS 264 
 
Christmas Bowl  
Second Sunday of Advent: Peace https://youtu.be/yNFDWhOahqI 
 
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging 
us in our meeting together. Take us and use us to love and serve you all people, in the power 
of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A blessing is offered. 
May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his will, working in you what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Offertory 
Thank you for your weekly offering it is much needed. During this COVID-19 period and post 
COVID-19 your offering can be made by either:  
 Placing in the offering bowl at any church service. Use plain envelope if preferred  
 Please make cheques payable to Anglican Parish Bass-Phillip Island 
 Regular or one-off contributions can be made by internet banking to the Parish bank 

account, using Pay ID 0407410011 (or BSB & Acct No. below) 
 Visit any Bendigo Bank branch and deposit cash or cheque to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip 

Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797.  Please put on deposit slip: 
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation  

 If in Cowes, drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside the 
front door of the Church) 

 
ST PHILIP’S – We recommend parking in the church 
grounds. Parking in Thompson Avenue is restricted to 1 
hour only. 2 hours for those with a Disabled Parking Permit 

 
PARISH HOME GROUPS All our Home Groups are in recess until February. You are free to 
contact our leaders for information about starting dates for 2023 
Emmaus Room – 1st and 3rd Wednesday 1.00pm Leader: Richard and Ann Prideaux  



 
Palm Lakes Group – Friday 10.00am Contact Helen Millward.  
San Remo Group –Wednesday 2.00pm in the Mary Talbot Room Leader: John Dawson new 
study for 2023: Friendship – Growing Side by Side 
Bass Home Group –Thursday 2.30pm Leader: Sandy & Les Ridge  
 
Helpful websites 
Parish website www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org 
Dioceses of Gippsland website www.gippsanglican.org.au   
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes 
 
DAILY BREAD – this publication will be made available to parishioners $13 for a three-month 
subscription. Ann Prideaux is coordinating this resource to aid in the study of scripture with 
reverence and rigour.  

 
Mary Talbot Room can you help? We need more cooks and 
more volunteers for this important ministry of friendship and 
finance.  

 
CHAT ‘N’ CHEW is a shared ministry of the Combined Churches of Phillip 
Island. Would you like to help? Would you like to join the committee and 
represent the Anglican Church in this important ministry to lonely and 
vulnerable people in our community? Training is available. Speak to Rev’d 
Jo or Richard Prideaux.  
 
DIARY DATES 
Monday 12th December Annual Parish Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday 13th December – Parish Council, Emmaus Room, Cowes 
Sunday 13th December Carols by the Bay 

 
Annual Parish Christmas Dinner MONDAY 12th DECEMBER 
6.00pm for 6.30pm contact Ralph Leditschke for tickets. 
 
Learn a new skill - We are training new vestry helpers and 
Eucharistic assistants.  
Speak to Rev’d Jo if you would like to help. 
 
Can you help? Volunteers needed on 2nd Saturday of the month 
to assist with serving Devonshire Teas and at the Sausage Sizzle.  

 
Journey to Bethlehem - you are invited to 
be involved! 
In 2021 during the 2 weeks prior to Christmas, 
the Bethlehem Spoonville in the grounds at St 
Philips was a huge success, engaging the 
community and highlighting the true story of 
Christmas. This year we are planning for 6 installations to highlight key parts of the Christmas 
story. This will invite onlookers to reflect on the Journey to Bethlehem with the aim of teaching 
the key elements of the Christmas story.  



 
Again, there will be some costs involved for materials, signage etc. We have already received 
some donations, if members of the Parish would like to make a contribution please place in a 
marked envelope in the offertory, hand to the treasurer or make an EFT with the reference 
'Journey'. Please also let Glenys know if you are willing to help with the set up planned for 9 
December.  Many thanks, Glenys (for the Worship Committee) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Philip’s 
THE FLOWER FUND NEEDS FEEDING 
Box for donations is located in porch on Sundays 
 
Join us for Christmas across the Parish 
Sunday 18th December 4.00pm 
Nine Lessons and Carols St Philip’s 

 
Saturday 24th December  
5.00pm Family Service Parish Hall  
5.00pm Family Service St Augustine’s  
7.30pm Carols & Holy Communion St Paul’s  
11.30pm Midnight Mass St Philip’s  
 
Sunday 25th December 
8.00am Holy Communion St Augustine’s  
10.00am Holy Communion St Philip’s  
 
Monday 26th December 
Feast of Stephen  

 
You can help Refugees by putting items in the basket at St 
Philip’s.  Most needed items include: honey, tuna in oil, tinned 
tomatoes, tinned veggies, tinned legumes, sweet & savoury 
biscuits, black tea bags, dishwashing liquid, shampoo & 
conditioner, soap bars. 

Please pray for: 
Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, Len Chatfield, Rev’d Gerald Wall, Terry 

Duffield, Jenny and John Dawson 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev’d Jo 


