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ADVENT THREE 
11th December 2022 

Choose Hope, Love, Justice 
 
MON 12th      Rev’d Jo’s Day Off 

10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open 
6.00pm Parish Dinner, Parish Hall, Cowes 

TUES 13th    1.30pm Parish Council, Emmaus Room, Cowes 
WED 14th   10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room open  
THURS 15th  10.00am – Holy Communion, St Philip’s, Cowes 
FRI 16th    Chat n Chew   
SAT 17th      10.00am - 1.30pm Mary Talbot Room  
SUN 18th   ADVENT FOUR  

9.00am St Philip’s, Holy Communion  
11.00am St Augustine’s, Family Service 

 12.30pm St Paul’s, Holy Communion  
 4.00pm Traditional Nine Lessons and Carols, St Philip’s, Cowes 
 
Bookings are no longer required 
 
CURRENT COVID-19 Information:  
Please use the hand sanitiser provided 
We respect your decision to wear a mask indoors.  
If you are unwell please look after yourself at home. 
Please be assured that our facilities are thoroughly cleaned weekly. 
 
We meet for worship on the lands of the 
Bunurong people; Gunaikurnai people; 
Woi-Wurrung people; the Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which we 
gather, and pay we respects to their 
Elders past and present and emerging.  
 
This week’s roster 11th December 
ADVENT THREE 
St Philip’s – Welcomer: S. Goodluck; Reader: E. Krutop-Norfolk; Intercessions: R. Gijsbers; 
Vestry: J. Bell; PowerPoint: R. Leditschke; Music: G. Gijsbers; Morning tea: P. Leditschke 
St Augustine’s –  
St Paul’s – Reader: B. Maghanoy; Prayers: L. Maghanoy; Chalice: A. Gloria 
– Please contact Wendy Gladman regarding St Philip’s roster gladmanwendy@gmail.com  
 
This week’s readings– 11th December ADVENT THREE 



 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Song of Mary; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Next week’s roster 18th December ADVENT FOUR 
St Philip’s 9am – Welcomer: A. Prideaux; Reader: S. Goodluck; Intercessions: R. Gijsbers; 
Vestry: H. Millward; PowerPoint: J. Millward; Music: K, Kent; Morning tea: J. Bell 
St Augustine’s – Leader: A. Garrett; Input: R. Prideaux; Children: D. Garrett 
St Paul’s – Reader: Ro.Hayhurst; Prayers: Rh. Hayhurst; Chalice: B. Maghanoy 
 
Next week’s readings – 18th December ADVENT FOUR   
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25  
 
SOMETHING FOR THE CHILDREN Glenys has subscribed to a weekly children’s activity sheet. 
The activities follow the lectionary. If you have grandchildren coming to a service or know of 
children attending she would be happy to forward this on to you so you can print out as needed. 
You can email her on glenys.stacs@gmail.com 
 
The Sentence of the Day 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful 
hear, ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.’ 
       Isaiah 35:3-4 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love on our journey to meet the One who is coming: 
strengthen our weak hands, make firm our feeble knees, and open blind eyes to the dawning 
of your kingdom, so that our hearts may rejoice as we behold the majesty of our God.  We ask 
this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
on God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God.  
3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall 
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there.  
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
 [Silence] 
For the word of the Lord 



 
                         Thanks be to God 
 
Song of Mary 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 
My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant: 
From this day all generations will call me blessed.  
The Almighty has done great things for me: 
And holy is his name. 
God has mercy on those who fear him: 
From generation to generation. 
The Lord has shown strength with his arm: 
And scattered the proud in their conceit, 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones: 
And lifting up the lowly. 
God has filled the hungry with good things: 
And sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel: 
To remember the promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our forebears: 
To Abraham and his children for ever. 
(Response) 
Glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
As in the beginning so now, and forever. Amen 
 
James 5:7-10 
7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  
9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 
is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
[Silence] 
For the word of the Lord 
                            Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, chapter 11 beginning at verse 2;  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  
4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7 As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  8 What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the 
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 



 
your way before you.’  11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 [Silence] 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
                         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
ADVENT THREE  

Our third candle marks the middle of Advent. 
Advent, not unlike the season of Lent, is a season 
of preparation, a time to prepare with additional 
prayers and contemplation. In the middle of Lent 
refreshment Sunday is marked by the relaxing of 
fasting and the Simnel Cake of Mother Sunday. 
Similarly, our third Sunday in Advent is a relaxing 
of our preparations with a lightening of mood, a 
rejoicing with Mary in the knowledge that she is 
carrying the holy child of God. Her heart over flows 

with joy as her cousin Elizabeth exclaims: 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. (Luke 1:42) 
So, rejoicing with Mary we note the passing of the days until He comes. Come soon Lord Jesus, 
come. 
 
[The candle we light is rose pink. Not because it’s pink for girls but rather the lighter colour 
expresses our joy. And rose pink because Mary’s flower in iconography is often but not always 
a rose.] 
We don’t seem to talk about Mary a great deal in our Anglican 
tradition. And yet today we light a candle to her, we sing her 
Magnificat and we remember that she is the one who will give 
birth to the saviour. It is Mary who is found at each of the 
significant events of Jesus’ life and ministry. And it is Mary 
who offers this song of praise which expresses something of 
her role as mother and summarises the work of the longed-
for Messiah.  
 
The proud shall be scattered, the powerful will be brought 
down, the hungry shall be filled, and the rich will be sent 
away empty. The birth of Jesus heralds tremendous change, 
an upheaval of the world’s powers. There will be justice for 
the poor and the oppressed. And there will be an abundance 
of mercy. The reign of Jesus is going to be wonderful; it’s going to be the fulfilment of all that 
people have longed for. 
 
Mary is the woman at the centre of the Christmas story she might actually be the only woman 
who witnessed the birth of Christ. Just think about the nativity for a moment: Joseph, angels 
(all male or perhaps without gender but definitely not women), shepherds, wise men. All men, 
only Mary represents women in the Christmas story. She is found at those key moments in 
Jesus’ life: conception, birth, adolescence [What did she say when Jesus was found?  
‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you 
in great anxiety.’ (Luke 2:48)] Mary was there at Jesus’ first miracle saying: Do whatever he 



 
tells you. (John 2:5) and at his death, resurrection, ascension and at Pentecost. We have noted 
that during Advent we are on a journey, one we share with Mary as she and Joseph go to 
Bethlehem, a journey we share with Mary as she takes the path of a disciple, following faithfully 
in the steps of the Son of God. 

We don’t know much of Mary’s life hers is a life 
devoted to doing as God wished. She said; let 
it be with me according to your word. (Luke 
1:38). Mary’s ‘yes’ to God is one we seek to 
offer ourselves as be ponder and prepare for 
the coming of Jesus. We know that she had an 
elderly cousin, Elizabeth. Mary has grown up in 
Nazareth in the north of the Holy Land. When 
we first meet her, she is a young woman, 
probably in her mid-teens. She, like many 
young women of her age is betrothed. 

However, all this is turned on its head when the angel Gabrielle visits her.  
 
Sometimes we can over sentimentalise Mary and see her as submissive, meek and mild. But I 
think we might be better off to imagine that Mary with great faith and strength of character. 
What happened to her, required a special kind of courage. Not only did she have to deal with 
the controversy around her pregnancy, an arduous trip to Bethlehem and a birth without the 
support of women but it was she whose path included witnessing her son’s painful and cruel 
death.  
Mary is brave, she is blessed among women for she carried God’s 
Son, and she cradled him at his birth and at his death. The pieta 
is such a powerful image; Mary whose cheek was gently held to 
that of the infant Jesus is now tear stained and weighed down with 
sorrow.  
 
I am reminded of a favourite song from American gospel group, 
The Ball Brothers: It’s about the cross. I’ll just share the opening 
words: 
It's not just about the manger 
Where the baby lay 
It’s not all about the angels 
Who sing for him that day. 
 
It's about the cross 
It's about my sin 
It's about how Jesus came to be born once 
So that we could be born again. 
 
That’s where we are today, as we wait for the coming of Jesus. Yes, we are waiting for his birth 
celebrated on 25th December, only 14 days hence but we are also waiting for him to come 
again. 
 
In our waiting we must be active. We cannot simply sit back and wait ours is a hope filled 
anticipation.  



 
As John the Baptist sat in his prison cell news came to him 
about Jesus and what he was doing. So, he sent people to 
ask him Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another? (Matthew 11:2) Jesus answered; Go back and 
tell John what you hear and see…  (Matthew 11:4) 
 
Jesus offers proof, the proof of their ears and eyes, he says; 
Well look around you!  
Jesus wants us to know that signs are important. It’s not 
enough just to say something about Jesus we need to 
demonstrate our hope filled expectation in how we do things 
in the way we show love, justice and charity. The world needs 
Jesus, it needs the peace, love, justice and mercy of the 
saviour and we can play our part in bringing that closer.  
 
There’s lots of little things we can do and sometimes we get 
to be part of big solutions too. For now, the little things we 

do might just add up to something bigger if we are all doing a bit.  
We hear from Jesus that the signs of his coming are 
that the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to 
them. (Matthew 11:5) 
 
These are momentous events and yet until he comes again, we can be part of Jesus work. 
These things are part of compassion for those weaker and less powerful; they are about 
advocacy to stand up for the poor and persecuted. They are also about practical measures like 
good health care for everyone regardless of where they live or how much money they have. If 
we can put our efforts into these things for the glory of God then what has been broken might 
begin to heal.  
 
Come Lord Jesus and change our love for our fellow travellers from a spark to a flame that your 
justice might burn brightly again.  
 
Let us pray for the world and for the church: 
Lord, we rejoice as the coming of your Son draws near. Our prayer is for the poor of the earth; 
the refugee, the hungry child, the distraught mother, the prisoner. We pray that good news 
will be brought to them. We pray for soldiers fighting in Ukraine that the war might end and 
they can go home to a peaceful world. Let Mary’s yes be our yes to humbly offer ourselves in 
service to you and your kingdom come. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we rejoice as the coming of your Son draws near. Our prayer is for the church that we 
might hold the light of Christ aloft as a beacon of hope in our community. May our ministry 
bring light to those now hidden in darkness. Give us courage, wonderful saviour, to share the 
message of new life and resurrection hope. Let Mary’s yes be our yes to humbly offer ourselves 
in service you and your kingdom come. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 



 
Lord, we rejoice as the coming of your Son draws near. Our prayer is for all who are sick 
weather that be an illness of the mind or the body. We pray for your healing to come upon all 
who are wounded by the past; for those who have cancer; those who find walking difficult; 
those who are unable to see or hear easily. At you coming Lord Jesus the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
receive good news; come Lord Jesus. Let Mary’s yes be our yes to humbly offer ourselves in 
service you and your kingdom come. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we rejoice as the coming of your Son draws near. We praise you and we thank you for 
the salvation, peace, joy and love that is ours. We pray for comfort for all who mourn the 
passing of loved ones. Sometimes this is very painful and the tears come and yet we can rejoice 
in hope because of the promise that the dead are raised to new life and so confident of the 
power of the resurrection we pray rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual 
shine upon them. Amen. 
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
For ever and for ever. Amen.  
 
Suggested Hymns: 
Sing of the Lord’s goodness TIS 183 https://youtu.be/q5R9PmGf3aE  
Advent Candles https://youtu.be/p0cZG6dvWlY  
Tell Out My Soul (TIS 161) 
Beauty for brokenness - TIS 690 
Now Thank we all Our God (TIS 106)  
Christmas is coming 
Rejoice in the Lord Always 
 
Christmas Bowl  
Third Sunday of Advent: Joy https://youtu.be/jwiIwRoSCK0  

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging 
us in our meeting together. Take us and use us to love and serve you all people, in the power 
of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A blessing is offered. 
May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his will, working in you what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  



 
 
Offertory 
Thank you for your weekly offering it is much needed. During this COVID-19 period and post 
COVID-19 your offering can be made by either:  
 Placing in the offering bowl at any church service. Use plain envelope if preferred  
 Please make cheques payable to Anglican Parish Bass-Phillip Island 
 Regular or one-off contributions can be made by internet banking to the Parish bank 

account, using Pay ID 0407410011 (or BSB & Acct No. below) 
 Visit any Bendigo Bank branch and deposit cash or cheque to Anglican Parish Bass/Phillip 

Island BSB: 633 000 / Account Number: 169 629 797.  Please put on deposit slip: 
“Offertory” or “Donation” indicating your usual congregation  

 If in Cowes, drop your offering in the donation box at St Philip’s, Cowes (located outside the 
front door of the Church) 

 
ST PHILIP’S – We recommend parking in the church 
grounds. Parking in Thompson Avenue is restricted to 1 
hour only. 2 hours for those with a Disabled Parking Permit 

 
PARISH HOME GROUPS All our Home Groups are in recess until February. You are free to 
contact our leaders for information about starting dates for 2023 
Emmaus Room – 1st and 3rd Wednesday 1.00pm Leader: Richard and Ann Prideaux  
Palm Lakes Group – Friday 10.00am Contact Helen Millward.  
San Remo Group –Wednesday 2.00pm in the Mary Talbot Room Leader: John Dawson new 
study for 2023: Friendship – Growing Side by Side 
Bass Home Group –Thursday 2.30pm Leader: Sandy & Les Ridge  
 
Helpful websites 
Parish website www.anglicanparishbassphillipisland.org 
Dioceses of Gippsland website www.gippsanglican.org.au   
Facebook www.facebook.com/stphilipscowes 
 
DAILY BREAD – this publication will be made available to parishioners $13 for a three-month 
subscription. Ann Prideaux is coordinating this resource to aid in the study of scripture with 
reverence and rigour.  

 
Mary Talbot Room can you help? We need more cooks and 
more volunteers for this important ministry of friendship and 
finance.  

 
CHAT ‘N’ CHEW is a shared ministry of the Combined Churches of Phillip 
Island. Would you like to help? Would you like to join the committee and 
represent the Anglican Church in this important ministry to lonely and 
vulnerable people in our community? Training is available. Speak to Rev’d 
Jo or Richard Prideaux.  
 
DIARY DATES 
Sunday 13th December Carols by the Bay 7.30pm Cowes Foreshore, Fireworks at 9.30pm 



 
 
Annual Parish Christmas Dinner MONDAY 12th DECEMBER 
6.00pm for 6.30pm contact Ralph Leditschke for tickets. 
 
Learn a new skill - We are training new vestry helpers and 
Eucharistic assistants.  
Speak to Rev’d Jo if you would like to help. 
 
Can you help? Volunteers needed on 2nd Saturday of the month 
to assist with serving Devonshire Teas and at the Sausage Sizzle.  

 
Journey to Bethlehem - you are invited to 
be involved! 
In 2021 during the 2 weeks prior to Christmas, 
the Bethlehem Spoonville in the grounds at St 
Philips was a huge success, engaging the 
community and highlighting the true story of 
Christmas. This year we are planning for 6 installations to highlight key parts of the Christmas 
story. This will invite onlookers to reflect on the Journey to Bethlehem with the aim of teaching 
the key elements of the Christmas story.  
Again, there will be some costs involved for materials, signage etc. We have already received 
some donations, if members of the Parish would like to make a contribution please place in a 
marked envelope in the offertory, hand to the treasurer or make an EFT with the reference 
'Journey'. Please also let Glenys know if you are willing to help with the set up planned for 9 
December.  Many thanks, Glenys (for the Worship Committee) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Philip’s 
THE FLOWER FUND NEEDS FEEDING 
Box for donations is located in porch on Sundays 
 
Join us for Christmas across the Parish 
Sunday 18th December 4.00pm 
Nine Lessons and Carols St Philip’s 

 
Saturday 24th December  
5.00pm Family Service Parish Hall  
5.00pm Family Service St Augustine’s  
7.30pm Carols & Holy Communion St Paul’s  
11.30pm Midnight Mass St Philip’s  
 
Sunday 25th December 
8.00am Holy Communion St Augustine’s  
10.00am Holy Communion St Philip’s  
 

Please pray for: 
Sue Chambers, Mike Heflingers, Len Chatfield, Rev’d Gerald Wall, Terry 

Duffield, Jenny and John Dawson 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please tell Rev’d Jo 



 
Monday 26th December 
Feast of Stephen  

 
You can help Refugees by putting items in the basket at St 
Philip’s.  Most needed items include: honey, tuna in oil, tinned 
tomatoes, tinned veggies, tinned legumes, sweet & savoury 
biscuits, black tea bags, dishwashing liquid, shampoo & 
conditioner, soap bars. 


